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Key Deadlines  
These are the dates you must not miss

If your child is considering going on to university at the end of Sixth Form then you need 
to be aware of the key deadlines for application. This chart outlines the milestones as you 
pass through years 12 and 13. Whilst your school will no doubt communicate the steps 
with you as well, it pays to be aware of the stages in advance to give your child plenty of 
time to prepare. Stick this chart on your kitchen wall and make sure you don’t miss any of 
the set-in-stone deadlines.

WHAT TAKES THE MOST TIME?

CHOOSING A SUBJECT

By the end of year 12 most students will know what they want 
to go on to study, or at least be able to tell you what they don’t 
want to study, but some will be undecided. Add the plethora of 
vocational courses as well as subjects that were not available at 
A Level into the mix and you’ve got a recipe for indecision and 
confusion. 

CHOOSING A UNIVERSITY

Be sure to visit as many of the universities on your shortlist as 
possible – there are subtle, as well as significant, differences 
between them which can only be judged in person.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

This is where your child is most likely to need support. Use the 
chart to make sure you have left plenty of time to get this right 
and follow the guidance given by your school or in University 
Entrance: A Parent’s Guide to UCAS and more.

TOP  

TIPS



SPRING TERM 

Discussion with 
teachers, tutors, 
careers advisers and 
parents about the 
courses for which to 
apply and universities 
at which to study

SUMMER TERM

School-based 
guidance on university 
application – most 
useful if students 
already have some 
idea of what they want 
to study at university

JUNE /JULY

UCAS on-line 
application system. 
‘Apply’, opens. 
Candidates can 
register and begin 
applying

SUMMER TERM AND SUMMER HOLIDAY

Detailed research on university 
courses; University Open days 
(mainly later in the Summer term or 
September); Deciding on a course 
or subject area; Starting to prepare 
a Personal Statement; Discussion of 
possible GAP Year plans

There are three sets of deadlines you will need to take into account:

•  The precise dates set by UCAS and other institutions for the submission of applications 
•  The dates set by most schools for deciding on courses and completing the Personal Statement –  

remember that schools need time to complete their own reference for all applicants
•  The suggested dates by which students should ideally have undertaken the variety of  

tasks involved in applying and have made decisions associated with their application  
Taken from University Entrance:  

A parent’s guide to UCAS and more

www.theparentbrief.com  @theparentbrief    /theparentbrief   /theparentbrief

5 SEP

Applications 
through UCAS open 
– important for 
those with October 
15 deadline

SEPTEMBER

Final decision about courses and 
universities; Final round of University 
Open Days; Registration with UCAS 
Apply; Completion of draft Personal 
Statement

OCTOBER

Completion of Personal Statement –  
(the precise deadline will vary between 
schools but many like the statements to  
be complete by the October half-term)

15 OCT

Deadline for UCAS applications 
to Oxford and Cambridge and 
for most courses in Medicine, 
Dentistry and Veterinary Science/ 
Medicine

NOVEMBER

Universities begin to 
make offers to which 
applicants need to 
respond

15 JAN

Final deadline for most 
courses (for exceptions, 
see UCAS website) – 
18.00 UK time

25 FEB

UCAS extra opens (for 
applicants who have not 
been accepted by any of  
their choices or have 
declined their offers)

24 MAR

Final deadline for some 
Art and Design Courses 
(though some have the  
15 January deadline)

20 JUNE

Final date for reply to 
offers if all decisions 
received by 6 June

6 JUNE

Final date for 
reply to offers if all 
decisions received 
by 2 May

1 MAY

Final date for 
reply to offers if all 
decisions received 
by 31 March

MAY / JUNE

Deadline for reply to offers from universities 
– universities will advise on reply dates 
when an offer is made, and applicants 
should check this on UCAS ‘Track’ 

9 AUG

SQA results day 
(for Scotland)

15 AUG

A-level, Pre-U and other UK exam results are 
published; School advisers usually available 
for guidance; UCAS Clearing begins

5 JULY

IB results are published. Universities may confirm 
places for IB candidates who have achieved their offer 
score; School advisers usually available for guidance

4 JULY

UCAS 
extra 
closes 

22 OCT

Last date to add Clearing 
choices and for universities 
to make decisions

20 SEP

Deadline for 
applications through 
UCAS apply

31 AUG

Adjustment 
ends
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For more information about this book, and for additional articles,  
advice and video content about UCAS,  

visit our website www.theparentbrief.com

“ If you’re going through it  
for the first time, you don’t 
know how it works.” 
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MORE INFORMATION

More details about how to go about this process to ensure your 
child gains entry to the university of their choice can be found in 
University Entrance: A parent’s guide to UCAS and more available 
from theparentbrief.com

The UCAS website is official source of information for deadlines and 
applications www.ucas.com

Student forums such as The Student Room thestudentroom.com 
offer feedback from other students who have already been through 
the process.
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